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January 24, 1985

SKY-BLASTIN AT THE BUDGET
budget is formulated.

As

_....

Washington DC

This is a time to understand the process of how the U S
a Member of Congress I can understand this process.

The

President has not presented his budget package for fiscal year 1986 to the Congress,
but the shar shooters are out 10 full force and firin
float helplessly out of the President's reach.

at the trial balloons tha

You know he wishes they had been

tied down.
And while understanding is being passed around--a little is due for
this same thing is happening.

Cong~ess

whe

Suddenly--without warning--the rumor mill has it on

good authority that Congress will do such and such to counter those trial balloons
that keep floating upward.
plete budget package but if

Neither the Congress nor the President has issued any com
ou believe what

ou read and hear at the rumor roundtabl ,

the budget has been "out" for weeks:
The U S budget has been, and always will be, a subject of intense media speculation.

But let's not allow the temperature to rise any higher than it should at this

early stage.

The only course that's been served up at this time is a hot plate of

assumptions.

And substantive menu changes require Congressional action.

As

I am about to return to Washington from an extensive work period in South

Texas, I know the barometer is an uneasy one.

Perhaps this is because it is feared

the President will recommend budget slashes that will undo some programs in our area.
And in truth, the days ahead will be rough ones.

The country is calling for more

than just "hold the line" spending; people are expecting real reductions.

But with

no formal budget yet submitted by the President, it's a little early to plea "don't
cut me."

We have a way to go and the changes which the President may wish to make

will absolutely require Congressional approval as our Constitution mandates.
Those who know me understand that I work in favor of fiscal restraint--but it
must be equitable.

You do not trim the budget with your eyes closed.

eyes open so that you do not cut with an ax--but with a scalpel.

You keep your

If a federal progra

must responsibly serve the needs of those for whom it is intended and make pro'fitabl
use of taxpayer money--then our budget cuts must be no less responsible or wise.
In this connection, it is good to remember that on budget matters the President
proposes and the Congress disposes.
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KIKA DE LA GARZA, 15TH DISTRICT. TEX AS
GOING THE EXTRA MILE. Several commitments in Texas as well as engagements outside
our state fill my schedule for late January and early February; . As I write this
report at home in the Valley on January l6t h, I have many events and invitations
to keep.
January 19th will find me in Houston t o address the annual meeting of the Texas
Farmers Union at Westin Oaks in the city's Galleria complex. My good friend Cy carpenter, President of the National Farmers Union, and Mike Moeller, President of the
Texas Farmers Union. have asked me to part icipate. Lieutenant Governor Bill Hobby
will be there as well.
Then of course I will return to Washin gton for the Presidential Inaugural activities on Monday, January 21st. Those attending from the District are invited to my
office for lunch after the swearing-in. On January 23rd, I will make a short trip to
Richmond, Virginia, to speak to a gatherin g of the Virginia State Dairymen's Association.
After the week is spent on early busin ess for the 99th Congress, I will return
to McAllen for the honor of addressing the McAllen Chamber of Commerce annual meetitll
and I'll be speaking at the Chamber's dinn er banquet in the Civic Center. But I'll
be coming into McAllen via San Antonio whe re earlier on this day I will address the
National Cotton Council's national meeting where over 1500 leaders in the cotton
industry will be in attendance.
February 1st is the date for a fine in vitation from the Arkansas-Louisiana-Texas
Agriculture Council to address its Noon lun cheon as part of the Council's annual
meeting. Several hundred farmers and bank ers from the tri-state area will. be there.
Then there is a rapid return to the Valley for a yearly event I'd never want to
miss: the annual Texas Citrus Fiesta in Mission. This is one commitment I relish.
The fiesta will run through the weekend--w hich is not long enough as far as I am
concerned:
From the familiarity of friends and n eighbors, I'll go to New Orleans on February 4th to give a keynote speech to the 11 :00 a.m. plenary session of the 44th annual
meeting of the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association before an estimated
crowd of 10,000. This is the second year they have asked me to speak. As well, the
NRECA will present me with its Diatlnguished Service Award--something which I will
accept with great humility. This annual meeting will also serve as a kick-off event
for the 50th anniversary of the Rural Elec trification Administration.
Next day--February 5--will find me on a fast visit to Hawaii where I will address
the Forestry Committee of the National Ass ociation of Conservation Districts. The
NACO is holding its annual meeting in Hawa ii. Then it's immediately back to Washington for legislative business during the we ek--and then on the weekend, February 8,
I will address the 54th annual meeting of the California Beet Growers Association
in Long Beach.
Most of my commitments, fortunately, are weekend workinsz ass1sznments in connect ie b
with my duties as Chairman of the House Agriculture Committee. The groups which extend the invitations understand that Members of the House and Senate are required to
be in the Capitol during the regul~r week. Some people work in the yard or play
tennis on weekends--me, well, I'm elected to serve the people and promote Texas
agriculture, sometimes in Texas and at tim es across our nation. And it's my favorite
past-time.
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MAINTAINING HIDALGO COUNTY ROADS AND BRIDG ES. Lately I have received some inquiries
from residents of Hidalgo County about a $ 5 assessment charged to individuals who
renew their automobile license plates. Th is is purely in addition to the price of
the auto tags. The County uses proceeds f rom this assessment to pay for the road
and bridge work which is necessary from time to time. This is strictly a local tax.
The County calls it an assessment--bu t I suppose the word tax is what sticks in
most minds. The County advises me this is a one-time assessment at the moment of
license plate purchase. Anyone who wishes more details on this road/bridge aaintenan e
fund can write to our good friend Hidalgo County Judge Santos Saldana, POBox 1356,
Edinburg 78539.
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VISITORS FROM SOUTH TEXAS. Mr Brad Arvin and Mr Gene Riser of George West;
Mr James Hausner of McAllen.

------U.S.
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